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COUNTRY LUXURY

A   
rough-and-tumble grazing 

property near Lithgow is an 

resort. Despite the incongruity of 

the concept, the reality is tucked 

in the corner of 2,000 acres of paddock under 

staggering Blue Mountains escarpments. The 

belongs in a gilt frame.

through an artfully rusty gate, cross Carne 

Creek – the spring-fed water source for the 

This is where the luxury starts. Emily, the 

door. Joost Heymeijer, the general manager, 

pumps your hand enthusiastically while your 

SecretValley
bags are spirited away in a golf cart. Walking 

into the main building is like entering a fantasy 

in the atrium are recycled train sleepers from 

Molong and the lampshades, designed by 

former Australian politician Michael Yabsley, 

are made from old Driz-a-Bones. An old feed 

and a laundry mangle becomes a lamp base. 

Valley, are generously proportioned. 

just mountains and clouds; stone and sky. 

at the side of the building, a huge bathroom 

with a rain shower, an oceanic bathtub (suit-

has been specially designed and tested to be 

under the mountains of pillows. 

Timeless spa

energising treatment with specially blended 

palmarosa, rosemary, ginger and cyprus 

essential oils.

the room preparation, to the post-massage 

Wildlife tour
Nicholas, the softly-spoken guide, has a glint in 

his eye that belies country charm and cheek. 

 

                  and a smattering of wildlife add zest to 

the luxurious Emirates Wolgan Valley  

The luxury homestead sits 
near the escarpment of 
the Blue Mountains in NSW.

wallaroos to the reason that male Eastern 

original grumpy old man.

turns out that Fatso, the wombat on A Country 

An adult wombat is the size of a squat, 

well-fed Labrador and has a face 

cuddly, cute and cranky.

Nicholas stops to examine a 

of the three remaining stands of 

A dinosaur era transitional species, 

the Wollemi pine is considered to 

ferns into conifers.

and the pines we look at are more 

-

property is a wildlife sanctuary 

that plays host to researchers 

as often as the Arab sheiks you 

with solar power, sustainable 

menus, spring water and wildlife 

Sustainable dining
An all-day, all-you-can-eat dining 

Country Kitchen, located below 

the lobby bar, dishes up casual fare 

like antipasto, tomato and ginger 

soup, house made sourdough and 

as a dessert of the day, for a 3pm 

sugar hit. 

where all the in-house guests 

make an appearance. The dining 

wine room. 

The meal is a low-key degustation with 

dishes that change daily – no menu item has 

bouche of tiny chorizo madeleines with aioli, 

a delectably simple artichoke, goat curd and 

French sorrel salad, followed by mushroom 

matching wines. Like many, dessert wine and 

inky, twinkly sky.

is  

brought to your table, along with pastries, a 

  
Artist-in-Residence program

from California, the daughter of a grocer 

and the wife of an engineer. Her country 

yards,  

p
teacher. A quick look through her portfolio 

-

 

tone of a woman used to dealing with 

beginners. Like a horse whisperer with scared 

demonstrations.

Not only is she encouraging, she makes it 

a woman who says the best way to 

from an old credit card, a comb 

that, when combined with other 

traditional watercolour techniques, 

result in texture and complexity. 

Who knows how many art-

ists she has coaxed out of their 

want to join their ranks after a few 

happy hours spent learning about 

-

colour paints, paper, brushes and 

equipment. 

Historical conservation

with a population of around 1,500 

property, the Walker brothers, had 

to assist them prepare the land for 

grazing. The original cottage where 

they slept still stands and is now 

home to a sleepy possum.

The Walkers sold the land to the 

Webbs, who expanded the home-

stead and exercised their penchant 

of humans, such is the legacy of 

these redneck heirs. Tours of the 

Getting there

helicopter. For further information or to make 

Emma  Gardiner  is  a  freelance  writer  
and  blogger  at  www.shegoes.com.au

Unique wining and 
dining options 
are interspersed 
with pampering 
treatments at the 
world class spa.


