The luxury homestead sits
near the escarpment of
the Blue Mountains in NSW.

COUNTRY LUXURY

SecretValley
3URXGSODLQVSHUIHFWO\SUHVHUYHGKLVWRU\
and a smattering of wildlife add zest to
the luxurious Emirates Wolgan Valley
5HVRUWDQG6SD%\(PPD*DUGLQHU

A

rough-and-tumble grazing
property near Lithgow is an
XQOLNHO\ORFDWLRQIRUD¿YHVWDU
resort. Despite the incongruity of
the concept, the reality is tucked
in the corner of 2,000 acres of paddock under
staggering Blue Mountains escarpments. The
VWDQGDUGYLOODVWKHPDLQKRPHVWHDGIDPLO\
YLOODVDQG7LPHOHVV6SDDUHLQDODQGVFDSHWKDW
belongs in a gilt frame.
'ULYLQJLQ\RXKLWGLUWURDGEHIRUH\RXSDVV
through an artfully rusty gate, cross Carne
Creek – the spring-fed water source for the
YDOOH\±SDVVZDWWOHVDQGJXPVDQGWKHQ\RXU
GULYHUSXOOVXSRXWVLGHWKHOREE\
This is where the luxury starts. Emily, the
JXHVWVHUYLFHVPDQDJHUJUHHWV\RXDWWKHFDU
door. Joost Heymeijer, the general manager,
pumps your hand enthusiastically while your
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bags are spirited away in a golf cart. Walking
into the main building is like entering a fantasy
IURP7KH0DQ)URP6QRZ\5LYHU7KHEHDPV
in the atrium are recycled train sleepers from
Molong and the lampshades, designed by
former Australian politician Michael Yabsley,
are made from old Driz-a-Bones. An old feed
WURXJKLVWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRDOLJKWLQJ¿[WXUH
and a laundry mangle becomes a lamp base.
7KHERRNHQG¿UHSODFHVDUHPDGHIURPORFDO
VDQGVWRQHDQGOLNHHYHU\WKLQJHOVHDW:ROJDQ
Valley, are generously proportioned.
$YHUDQGDKZUDSVDURXQGZLWKYLHZVRYHU
WKHYDOOH\,W¶VDUHIUHVKLQJO\QDWXUDOYLVWD±
just mountains and clouds; stone and sky.
7KHHQYLURQPHQWDOVLPSDWLFRFRQWLQXHVLQWKH
YLOODV5XVWFRORXUHGUXJVVWXUG\DUPFKDLUV
DQGDUDEELWVRIW50:LOOLDPVFDEOHNQLW
EODQNHWLQYLWHV\RXWRQDSWDNHLWHDV\UHDGD

PDJD]LQH7KHUH¶VDKHDWHGSULYDWHSOXQJHSRRO
at the side of the building, a huge bathroom
with a rain shower, an oceanic bathtub (suitDEOHIRUWDOOPHQVR,¶PWROG DQGDEHGWKDW
has been specially designed and tested to be
WKHPRVWFRPIRUWDEOH7KDW¶VLI\RXFDQ¿QGLW
under the mountains of pillows.

Timeless spa
+DYLQJRSWHGIRUDKDOIKRXUPDVVDJHP\
WKHUDSLVWUHYLHZVKHUFOLSERDUGDQGJULOOVPH
RQHYHU\WKLQJ,¶YHQRWHGGRZQ%DVHGRQP\
UHVSRQVHVVKHGHFLGHVWRGHOLYHUDEDODQFLQJ
energising treatment with specially blended
palmarosa, rosemary, ginger and cyprus
essential oils.
,W¶VDQXUWXULQJH[SHULHQFHDQGZKDWVWDQGV
RXWLVWKHDWWHQWLRQWRGHWDLOLQHYHU\WKLQJIURP
the room preparation, to the post-massage
FXSSDDSDVVLRQÀRZHUKHUEDOWHD

Wildlife tour
Nicholas, the softly-spoken guide, has a glint in
his eye that belies country charm and cheek.
$IXOO\TXDOL¿HGDUFKDHRORJLVWJHRORJLVW
DQGH[SHULHQFHGVDIDULJXLGHKHGULYHVPH

LQD:'GULYHEXVWKURXJKWKHSURSHUW\
VRXSJQRFFKLDPDLQ ,FKRVHWKH-RKQ'RU\
H[SODLQLQJHYHU\WKLQJIURPWKHVRFLDOOLIHRI
ZLWKFKORURSK\OOVSLQDFKDQGQDJH DQG\RXU
wallaroos to the reason that male Eastern
FKRLFHRIGHVVHUWV ,KDGWKHEODFNFKHUU\
*UH\NDQJDURRVJHWLQWR¿JKWV+HSRLQWVRXW
YDQLOODEHDQDQGELVFXLWFRQFRFWLRQ 
DQROGEDFKHORU¶URRWKDWKDVEHHQRXWFDVWWKH
7KHGDQJHURIWKLVPHDOLVWKHIUHHÀRZLQJ
original grumpy old man.
matching wines. Like many, dessert wine and
7KHKLJKOLJKWRIWKHWRXULVWKH¿UVWZRPEDW
SRUWSURYHWRRWHPSWLQJWRRUHVLVW$QG,JLYH
VSRWWLQJ'HVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDW,¶P$XVWUDOLDQ
LQ,W¶VDZRQN\ZDONEDFNWRP\YLOODXQGHUDQ
,KDYHQHYHUVHHQDZRPEDWLQWKHZLOG,W
inky, twinkly sky.
turns out that Fatso, the wombat on A Country
%UHDNIDVWLVDFLYLOLVHGH[SHULHQFH$ODFDUWH
3UDFWLFHZDVDMRH\ EDE\ZRPEDW 
VHUYLFHHQVXUHVWKDW\RXGRQ¶WKDYHWR¿JKW
An adult wombat is the size of a squat,
\RXUZD\WKURXJKDEX̆HWTXHXH&R̆HHis  
well-fed Labrador and has a face
QRWGLVVLPLODUWRDNRDOD,QVKRUW
cuddly, cute and cranky.
Nicholas stops to examine a
:ROOHPLSLQHWKHR̆VSULQJRIRQH
of the three remaining stands of
WKHUDUHWUHHIURPDQHDUE\YDOOH\
A dinosaur era transitional species,
the Wollemi pine is considered to
EHOLYLQJSURRIRIWKHHYROXWLRQRI
ferns into conifers.
Unique wining and
7KLVDWWUDFWLYHWUHHLV
dining options
QRWRULRXVO\GL̇FXOWWRFXOWLYDWH
are interspersed
with pampering
and the pines we look at are more
treatments at the
OLNHDVFLHQWL¿FWULDOWKDQODQGworld class spa.
VFDSLQJH̆RUW,QIDFWWKHHQWLUH
property is a wildlife sanctuary
that plays host to researchers
as often as the Arab sheiks you
ZRXOGH[SHFW+DYLQJMXVWZRQ
&RQGH1DVW¶V:RUOG6DYHU$ZDUG
IRU:ROJDQ9DOOH\LVQ¶WMXVW
PDNLQJDQH̆RUWLQHQYLURQPHQWDO
RSHUDWLRQV,W¶VOHDGLQJWKHZD\
with solar power, sustainable
menus, spring water and wildlife
FRQVHUYDWLRQ

Sustainable dining
An all-day, all-you-can-eat dining
VHUYLFH"+HOORKDSSLQHVV7KH
Country Kitchen, located below
the lobby bar, dishes up casual fare
like antipasto, tomato and ginger
soup, house made sourdough and
ZLOGPXVKURRPULVRWWR,WDOVR
VHUYHVFR̆HHDQGPẊQVDVZHOO
as a dessert of the day, for a 3pm
sugar hit.
'LQQHULVDVDOXEULRXVD̆DLU
where all the in-house guests
make an appearance. The dining
URRPWUDQVIRUPVIURPDSHDFHIXOKDYHQLQWRD
EXVWOLQJVRFLDOKXEDLGHGE\WKHDWWHQWLYHEDU
VHUYLFHDQGDYLVLWWRWKHHQWLFLQJFKHHVHDQG
wine room.
The meal is a low-key degustation with
dishes that change daily – no menu item has
HYHUEHHQUHSHDWHGLQWKHWZRDQGDKDOI\HDUV
VLQFHWKHUHVRUWRSHQHG,KDYHDQDPXVH
bouche of tiny chorizo madeleines with aioli,
a delectably simple artichoke, goat curd and
French sorrel salad, followed by mushroom

brought to your table, along with pastries, a
IUXLWSODWWHUD\RJKXUWSDUIDLWDQGWKHFKHI¶V
EUHDNIDVWWUHDWRIWKHGD\ ZHKDYHDIHWDDQG
VSLQDFKSDVWU\ (YHU\WKLQJHOVHLVRUGHUHG
IURPDPHQXDQGGHOLYHUHGVSHHGLO\
  

Artist-in-Residence program

0XGJHHEDVHGDUWLVW*HRUJLD0DQVXUKDLOV
from California, the daughter of a grocer
and the wife of an engineer. Her country
KRPHVXUURXQGHGE\JDUGHQVDQGYLQHyards,  

pURYLGHVJUHDWLQVSLUDWLRQWRWKLVJLIWHG
teacher. A quick look through her portfolio
UHYHDOVÀRUDOVWLOOOLIHDQGODQGVFDSHVLQZDWHUFRORXUVDQGRLODOOVWULNLQJO\VNLOOIXODQGYLYLG
:KHQ*HRUJLDWHDFKHVLW¶VZLWKWKHODLGEDFN
tone of a woman used to dealing with
beginners. Like a horse whisperer with scared
HTXLQHV*HRUJLDVRRWKHVIUHDNHGRXWDPDWHXUV
ZLWKKHU³<RXFDQGRLW6HHLW¶VHDV\´
demonstrations.
Not only is she encouraging, she makes it
ORRNSRVVLEOH,W¶VKDUGQRWWRIDOOLQORYHZLWK
a woman who says the best way to
UHOD[ZKHQ\RX¶UHSDLQWLQJLVWR
³*UDEDJODVVRIZLQHDQGWKHQMXVW
SOD\DURXQG´6KHXVHVHYHU\WKLQJ
from an old credit card, a comb
DQGDVHDVSRQJHWRFUHDWHH̆HFWV
that, when combined with other
traditional watercolour techniques,
result in texture and complexity.
Who knows how many artists she has coaxed out of their
FRUSRUDWHVXLWV"$OO,NQRZLVWKDW,
want to join their ranks after a few
happy hours spent learning about
WKH)LERQDFFLUXOHRISHUVSHFWLYH
ZDVKHVDQGFRORXUWKHRU\:KDW¶V
PRUH,ZDONDZD\ZLWKDEDJIXOO
RI*HRUJLD¶VRZQSDOHWWHRIZDWHUcolour paints, paper, brushes and
equipment.

Historical conservation
,QWKHV:ROJDQ9DOOH\ZDV
EHWWHUNQRZQDV1HZQHVDYLOODJH
with a population of around 1,500
UHVLGHQWV7KH¿UVWRZQHUVRIWKH
property, the Walker brothers, had
FRQYLFWVODYHVDQGDQRYHUVHHU
to assist them prepare the land for
grazing. The original cottage where
they slept still stands and is now
home to a sleepy possum.
The Walkers sold the land to the
Webbs, who expanded the homestead and exercised their penchant
IRUJXQVDQGH[SORVLYHV7KH
DQLPDOVLQWKHYDOOH\DUHVWLOODIUDLG
of humans, such is the legacy of
these redneck heirs. Tours of the
SDLQVWDNLQJO\SUHVHUYHGFRORQLDO
KRPHVWHDGFRQYLFWKXWDQGWKH
UHVRUW¶VKHULWDJHNLWFKHQYHJHWDEOH
SDWFKDUHDYDLODEOHWRJXHVWV

Getting there
0DQ\JXHVWVGULYHWKHPVHOYHVWRWKHSURSHUW\
EXWWKHUHLVDOVRDOX[XU\WUDQVIHUVHUYLFH
DYDLODEOHDWDQDGGLWLRQDOFRVWIURP6\GQH\
DLUSRUWRU&%'DQGDSULYLOHJHGIHZÀ\LQE\
helicopter. For further information or to make
DERRNLQJSOHDVHYLVLWZZZZROJDQYDOOH\FRP
Emma  Gardiner  is  a  freelance  writer  
and  blogger  at  www.shegoes.com.au
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